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FCC chief
asks care

on media
ruling

Michael Powell said
his agency’s decision
on ownership must
be fully substantiated.

By David Ho
ASSOCIATED PRESS

RICHMOND, Va. — The na-
tion's top communications reg-
ulator satd yesterday that, if
the government failed to fully
substantiate its looming deci-
sion on rules restricting media
ownership, those findings
would not survive court chal-
lenges.

“This is a rule-making that
will be driven by evidence and
not just intuition,” Federal
Communications Commission
'l Chairman Michael Powell
said. He said that, if the com-
mission could no longer justify
such a media ownership re-
striction, “the rule will o
away.”

The FCC is studying whether
decades-old media ownership
restrictions are suitable for a
marketplace that has been
transformed by satellite broad-
casts, cable television and the
Internet.

The time has come to get rid
of those restrictions, John
Sturm, president of the Newspa-
per Association of America,
"said at a hearing that the FCC
held yesterday in this state capi-
tal.

-Limits called gutdated

The rule that prevents a com-
pany from owning a broadcast
.station and a newspaper in the
'same market is outdated, he
said.

“The media world is totally
|different now as compared to
when this ban went into effect
in 1975," Sturm said in pre-
pared remarks. He said cross-
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enhance the quality and quan-
tity of news and local informa-
tion.

But not all newspapers op-
pose the ban.

Chris Powell, managing edi-
tor of the Journal-Inquirer in
Manchester, Conn., said he at-
tended the hearing to protest
news media concentration in

_his state. He challenged argu-

ments that the ownership rules
were outdated because new
kinds of media have changed
the market.

“The state and local news ad-
vertising provided by the Inter-
net and cable TV in Connecticut
are negligible,” he said.

Decision expected in May

The agency’s five commission-
ers invited comments from the
public and industry figures as
one of the final steps in its re-
view, which will probably be
completed in May. It is widely
believed that Powell and two
other Republicans on the com-
mission want to loosen the regu-
lations.

David Croteau, a sociology
professor at Virginia Common-

' wealth University, said in pre-

pared remarks: “We have
enough evidence now to serve
as a warning. Less regulation
will be a windfall for a few giant
media corporations. It is likely
to be a huge mistake for the
rest of us.”

A 1996 telecommunications
law required the FCC to peri-
odically review ownership
rules in Lght of industry
changes.

Media companies, including
the owners of the four major
commercial ,television net-
works, have asked the FCC to
abolish the owmership rules, say-
ing the regulations restrict their
ability to grow and stay competi-
tive.

Groups representing consum-
ers, broadcasters, entertainers,
and some media workers argue
that the restrictions should re-
main to prevent a handful of
giant companies from control-
ling what people watch, hear
and read.

- -
Regional earnings
Safeguard Sclentifics Ine. (SFE}
Aqr'02 4gtr'0f Pt
NYSE - end 12/31 end12/31_ chg
Rev (m) 34388 $401.1 +9
Netinc (m) -$31.2 5628 NC.
Pershare -$0.27 -$054 NG
12mo’'02 12mo g1 =
end 12/ endig/31 __ chg
Flev (m) $1,6856 $19257 12
Netinc {m) $150.5 -$493.1 NG
Per share $1.30 -$4.27 NG

N.C. = not calculable

The Wayneholding company said t narrowed losses
by salling its stakes in saveral companies. At the end ot
2002, Sateguard had interests in 21 companies,
compared with 26 at the end o1 2001
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Download files up to twice as fast as 640K DSL.
And up to 25 times faster than 56K dial-up.’

Just turn on your computer and go.
There’s no dialing up. You're always connected.

Get a lot more done, in a lot less time.
Shop. Make reservations. Pay bills. And with Comcast Photo

- Genter, you.can even create and share a virtual photo album.

Call 1-877-208-1971 today.

j‘“ R

i, .\‘ﬁ

19.99

PER MONTH FOR THREE MONTHS®

Check your mail — before you get home.
Access e-mail from any computer cannected to the Internet.

Order now and get a free McAfee personal firewall.
it's a $29.95 value — and it's yours free for one year.

And did we mention the price?
$19.99 per month waon't last forever. Call today.

comcast
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- A PR 21 Crestwood Tralil

East Harford, Ct. 06115
¥erch 3, 2003

Michael Fowell, Chalrman

Tedersl Communications Commisslion
uhs 1l2th St N.W,

dashington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Powell:

I urge vou not to rereal the 1975 regulation rrenidlts
ing & company from owning & televislicn statlion In the zame
araa where It owns & newspaper,

Tre Tribune C, of Chicago has violasted the ¥,GC.C.%s
cross~ownership regulationsbecause it owns The Hartforad
Courant, daily newspapers in Greenwieh and Stamford, the
Advocate chein of weekly newapapers 1in Hartford, New Haven,
and ¥airfleld County, and the direct-meill advertising
company in Hartford, Valu-Mall, It alsc owns WTIC=-TV ol
in Hartford, and WTXA=-TV 20 Iin wWaterbury,

we dc not nesed a monopoly In the news medla, We need
diversity, B

Youre truly,

T lorenee é:.1/€2LdJL4A

Plorence E, Rassu
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AIMEE LOISELLE

EXPANTE O g 87 POTASH HILL ROAD

- FILEQRUMMINGTON, MA 01026
(413) 634-0122

Michael Powell, Chair

Federal Communications Commission B

445 12" Street SW CoCittFirrpye,

Washington, D.C. 20554 ) March 3, 2003
MAR oo

i
Dear Mr. Powell: Astri
Mstribya,,, LBrile;

| know the FCC has instiated many proposals. However, | want to focus on concentration of the

media. Please do not take our public resource, our public airways, and allow them to rest
in the hands of a few corporations.

You onily need to look at the results for radio to realize that the American people must rely on the
FCC for protection of its public information sources. We depend on the airways and the
diversity of newspapers for the transmission of information and expression of 1deas. Without
that variety, the whole of the democratic republic suffers; a lack of access hinders the education
of its participating citizens and limits our ability practice freedom of speech.

You have voiced concemn about the concentration of radio. 1t has not and will not work. A
handful of corporations like Clear Channel have reduced news coverage, eliminated most local
access, and put a great distance between resources and the public.

Concentration does not make the spread of information and ideas more efficient. It constricts the
flow and grants private companies the power to control our public resources. Public airways are
there for the sake of democratic practice, not for profit. The FCC should foster the independence
of print and newspapers as a counterbalance to narrow radio sources.

Profit does not equate with the public interest. They are two separate entities, which the
FCC is supposed to monitor to make sure the two are working in tandem. To confuse the two,
and assume that making a profit indicates practices benefiting the public interest, i1s a mistake.

Please protect our public resources. | hope you will serve as a responsibie and careful chair who

recognizes the need for a cautious FCC that assumes its role as protector of democracy not
reckless mam'pulator of public resources.

Siﬁberely, O
R{l"’ /)LL/ ZJif K

~ Aimee Loiselle



EX mUTE OR LATE #iLE

Michael Powell, Chairman
FCC
445 12" St NW

Washington, DC 20554 ‘ o
ERAY (PR iTe I

Mar 27 2003

' i i : HSTHDUTON LA0TEY
I read newspaper article concerning the hearing on the removal of the rules on media

monopolies. | am outraged at your position which supports yet another way for mega
corporations to determine the laws and policies and politics of this country.

Mr. Powell,

You are quoted as saying that the only thing you care about is if it’s good or bad for
consumers. How can monopolies in every other industry be bad for consumers but in the
media industry monopolies suddenly are good? You know that doesn’t make sense but
you are determined anyway. Monopolies in any industry are damaging to the consumer
but most especially are monopolies damaging in the media industry. Evidence is the radio
industry where every station broadcasts Rush Limbaugh and no other voice is heard. [ do
not want this to happen to any other media, in fact | want the radio monopolies broken
up. Evidence of the influence of monopolies on the politics of this country 1s the fact that
so little has been published in my area where the Tribune is king. Only one paper, the
Journal Inquirer, has made this critical information available, along with contact
information. People [ know that get most of their information from television are
clueless. This is all the evidence I need that monopolies will pervert the news, hide
information that the citizens need to be aware of what their politicians are doing. Without
the free distrtbution of news and information, democracy will be a joke.

You may feel that “consumers™ will not be harmed by media monopolies but your
primary concern ought to be the for the American citizen who wants a strong and active
democracy. Mega corporations with monopolies of the media are willing tools for corrupt
and secretive governments. This cannot be allowed.

Sincerely,

Barbara Contots



7 Teach Street

Enfield, CT 06082
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Michael Poweil, Chairman
FCC

445 12" St. NW
Washington, DC 20554
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EA HALIT LATE FILED Ann Zitkus
91 West Street
Hebron, CT 06248

March 2, 2003

Michael Powell, Chairman BERT—
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" St. NW 2003

{:’“ I *,‘,.ﬂﬂ‘f@‘w

f'\l:l.-' {
Washington, DC 20554 i

istriout
Dear Mr. Powell,

| am writing to urge your commission not to deregulate the communications
industry for the following reasons.

e The very freedom of a democratic society is based on a well-informed
public making decisions based on a wide variety of news sources.

¢ When fewer corporations dominate greater portions of the information
targeted to the public, the public receives less of a variety of news
sources. This can result in uninformed decisions and a dogmatic public
opinion.

¢ The regulations concerned were put into place in the 1940’s to guard
against dogmatic public opinion. After World War Il the U.S. government
recognized that limited news sources had caused dogmatic public opinion
and that this had been a factor in aggression by entire countries.

If the FCC ignores the above and deregulates this industry, megacorporations

will be able to shape public opinion (as the public will have less exposure to a
variety of information sources).

| consider the deregulation of the communications industry as an indication
that those currently in political power promote the ability of megacorporations
to control our democracy.
Sincerely,
L":L.:"W T I7Z"‘""'
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